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Chriſtian Reader, 
0 no any ambitious De- 
fire to be ſeenin Print, that 
bath prevail d with me to 
make this Adventure ; for 
5 1 may truly Jay, not only 
as St. Paul,  Fph. 3, 8. lam leſs than 
the leaſt of all Saints, but as Ignatius 
once ſaid of himſelf, Non ſum dignus 
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eaſed 1 to give it Fiume 
Yes, aul to make it uſeful to enla s 
> Heart in n 1 bankfulneſs for all pa 355 _ 
* efits, and. preſent Mercies and elive- 
rances, and to engage thee more 
'-  - the Lowe and Service of himſelf, 7 
a that the Lord may have all the Glory: 1 
leave thee, Chriſtian Reader, 1 this 1 
c Treatiſe tothe Bleſſing o 3 
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Wie fol Trp ant the Len for al 
_ bis aka towards me ? 


5 - * 


His Verſe: contains the bay, graclons and 
3 Enquiry of the Pſalmiſt ; and 
een, | 
de acknowledgeth, 4 he had received 15 
25 70 many Benefits from God. 
* 2: He implies, that God did expe& ſome Re- 
turn; and that it was but reaſonable that he ſhould _” 
return folemn Thanks and Praiſe to Him for de- , 
livering him from grievous Calamities, and out 
of deadly Straits and Danger s. 
3. He ſeriouſly asks himſelf, what he ſhall 3 9 
return and render unto the Lord for ſo many 1 
n and great Bleſſings conferred 2277 * ? RR 
= Z "The Obſervation i is this: 


175 Thaur i it is the Duty of Chriſtians n to en ire, 

„ o . 

5 | * wa 1 

; Aide Pſalmiſt in the 119 Plain, the 6. * 
lad reſpect to all God's Commands; ſo he de- 

+ - fires to value highly every Mercy, and to his ut- I 
moſt Power giye God the Praiſe of all his Mer- "mn 

cCies. What, lays he, Shall I render unto the Lord „ 

1 Auf ere „ 

In the handling of this Point: „ 

I. I ſhall ſhew, that many, and great are the 1 * | 

* dens and Benefits that we have received. 1 1 # - +. 
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_ _ © ſeriouſly enquire, what we ought to render to 
WE God for all theſe Bleſſings and Beneſitss. 
III. I ſhall ſhew what we muſt render. 


£ 


And then, in the laſt place, make Application, *B- 


I. I ſhall ſnew, that great and many are the 
Bleſſings and Benefits that we have received. We 
Chriſtians have a large Field for the Exerciſe of 
our Thankfulneſs in praiſing God ; as we are not 
able to keep all the Commands of God, ſawe 
are not able to reckon np all the Mercies of God, 
for, indeed, they are innumerable ; Pſal. 43. 5. 
But though we cannot reckon up all his Benefits 
in order, yet ſome of them we are able to expreſs, + 4 
and relate; and in the recital of the Mercies - 
. which we enjoy, we ſhould not be unmindful, as 
a others are, of thoſe common Favours which are 
5 b ͤ dy odd ˙—ͤ̃ 8 
Me owe our very Beings to God; though we 
are begotten and born of our Earthly Parents, 
yet God is the chief Parent, and the only Faſhi- 
oner of us all; Pſal. 100. 3. By him were our 
Bodies curiouſly wrought, and he hath been the 
Foemer of any Spirits, Z@s. 121. ES 


W _ 


* 


And as he gave us our Being, ſo he maintains 
us in it; he condeſcends to the daily Care and 
Overſight of us; his daily Viſitation preſerves out 

Souls in our Bodies, 2 Io. 12. God works ma- 

unn daily Wonders to ſecure and preſerve qur Lives; _ 

| if God did not hold and keep our Souls in Life, 

ih our Souls could not continue in Life one Minute: 

our Gracious God thinks upon us to care for us 

8 continually ; he carries us poor, weak, feeble ' , fl, 

Creatures in his Arms, even from the Womb to 

 - * _-our Old Age, and Gray Hairs; and ſupports us 

rj | ” from finking into nothing, Ja. 46. 4. If he ons EE: 
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"eaſt us out of his Arms, we muſt return to Duſt, ; 

or nothing. 

And as he is the God of our Lives to con- 
tinue and preſerve them, ſo we receive from him 

_ daily Benefits to ſweeten our Lives, and render 
them comfortable to us. God doth daily open 
his Hand, and his Treaſures to us; as he hath 

made many Creatures to ſerve us, ſo he gives 

them to us; they loſe their Lives to ſuppore 

and maintain ours. It is God that ſpreads our 5 

Table, gives us our Meat in due ſeaſon, and doth 

feed us; it is he that fills our Cup, as David de- 
ſcribes his Goodneſs, Pſal. 23. 5. We receive from 
19 God daily Riches of Cadet. "he. doth, as the 
* ». Pſalmiſt Sag daily load aus with Benefits, Pſal. 68. 5 al 
0 19. It is from the Bleſſing of God that our Gar- = 
0 *ments warm us, Job 37. 17. Have we Health ? q 
We are Debtors to God for this Mercy ; he is 
the God of our Health, and keeps off Diſeaſes: I 
Have we loving Friends daily raiſed up, wherein | 
much of the comfort of our Lives conſiſt ? It is N 
God gives us this Favour, Cen. 39. 21. 

Have we Succeſs in our Buſineſſes, and Vader- 
rakings? This is from the Bleſſing of the Lord. 
Some Perſons are very baſe and ungrateful, and 
take all to themſelves, and thank their own La- 
| . bours, their own Wiſdom, Policy and Parts; o- 
- | _ thers aſcribe all to their good Fortune; but theſe 

ate practical Atheiſts. It is the Bleſſing and Fa- 9 
vour of God that makes us and all we have to 1 
5 proſper. Have any of us Riches 2 It is his Bleſ- 
ing that maketh rich, Prov. 10. 22. Or have we 
Credit or a good Name, which, as Solomon ſays 
—_— GO Prov. 22. 1. i better than Riches? It is our gra- 
cious God that gives it, and not our Wiſdom, .. 08 
Parts or Worth, God crowns our Days: with his Good- _ | 
25 a. and bc daily fai drop Fatneſs. . e 
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And as we are Debtors to him for our Beitip 
and Preſervation, and for the Streams of Benefits 
That have daily flowed to us; and the Showers of 

| Mercies that have daily fell on us; ſo for fignal 
Deliverances from imminent Dangers, for diſap- 
pointing thoſe Intrigues and Stratagems, which 

Were lately ſo artfully contriv'd by ſome ill de- 
Our Enemies had lately graſped all Power into 
their Hands; and they preſum d to level all Ob- 

ſtacles to their lofty Deſigns; as it their Power had 

been equal to their Pleaſure; they were big with 

Expectations of having a Popiſn Pretender advan-' © . 

ced to the Throne; they were full of Confidence, 

and loo d upon us as their ſure Prey, and we 
could not but Took upon our ſelves in great Dan- 
ger; but the Time of Mercy was come, our gra- 
cious God, who ſaw our Danger, hath brought a 
Proteſtant King to his Dominions in Peace and 
Safety, whom he hath raiſed up as a ſecond De- 
Hverer from a laviſh Yoke, and a Popiſh Impo- 
ſtor. As he is advanced over us by the Conſent of 
the People, ſo by a ſpecial and mighty Hand of 
"God. It was the Lord's Doing, and well may it be 
marvellous in our Eyes. He hath ſent us a King of 
conſummate Virtue and exemplary Piety, of di- 
_"Ainguifhing Judgment and Prudence; his wiſe 
Conduct and Equity in Government, his Magna- 
nimity, "his Leal for the Proteſtant Intereſt at"the . * 
loweſt Ebb, and for the general Reformation of 
Manners; his Vigilance ind Care in managing 

Affairs of State, and his parental Care of all his 

People, fpeak him a very great Bleſſing to theſe 
Nations. He hath ſent to us à King, that gives 

more Honour to the Throne, than indeed it is ca- 

poable to reflect an him that ſits thereon. God hat 
placed that Crown upon his Royal Head, to ; 

(Es | Eos Ns = 
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. Majeſty alone had a juſt and unqueſtionable 
Right, his Majeſt'y s Succeſſion to his rightful _ 


x 


Throne was in uch 2 way, as hath indeed filled 2 
his Faithful Friends and Loyal Subjects with © 5 A 


great Admitation ' and Thank(ſ; iving, . and his 
Open and ſecret Enemies Wu Arnett and . 
5 bu on. 1 8 N 
he dreadful Serif that lately threatened "= 
by the Providence of our good and gracious God 
blown over; and truly 'tis aſtoniſhing to think 
that theſe Nations; ſo ſwarming with Drunkards, 12 
_ Swearers, Adulterers, Sabbarh- breakers, and Pro- . 
fainers of his Name; with envious, wrathful and 2 
| contentious Perſons, Perſons eminent for Wicked- „ 
11 * neſs, with Perſecutors of Chriſt's Diſciples, and _ 
Formaliſts in Religion; yea, ſo Warming with 8293 
Atheiſts, and Scoffers at Religion, and the Zea- „ 
+ lous Profeſſors thereof, ſhould nevertheleſs be thus 
favoured and thus delivered! O Britain God 
hath done great things for thee ; men, r with, 
à great. Salvation. b 
ö the Lord's Mercy, that we dwelt 0 1 
19 ge under the King's ſtadow ; notwithſtanding 2" 
the burning and glowing Fury of our enraged E- _— 
nemies, God hath ſet over us a King that doth * 
-  Hotcut us off from the Wells of Salvation; that 
- goth not bar us from the Springs of Ordinances ; ; 
5 But gives us liberty to ſerve our God without 
„ feat; according to our Conſciences : His late Roys 
al Alſurance of his Favour and Protection, affords 1 
. 4 comfortable Proſpect, and great Satisfaction: 5 
Tis no ſmall Mercy to have our Juſt Liberties ſe- 7 
. eured from the Violence of our Enemies; we 3 
have under his Maſeſt ys Government the free  *" | | 
12 elation of the Bleſſed Goſpel; and this is 0 EE, 
32 that ſweetens other Mercies. „ 
| ho * we have not OE a Proſped of a halb. „ 
ing 
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- ing, and continu 4 Settlement under his preſent 
Majeſty, but und@ his Royal Poſterity after him; 
| when we conſider thoſe Noble Virtues that, are 
ſo brightly ſhining in his Royal Highneſs the Pro- 
teſtant Prince of Wales, the only right apparent 
KG Heir of the Crown: When we conſider. his Ge- 3 
0 nerous Diſpoſition and good Inclinations ; his 
Heroick Courage, and firm ſteady Zeal for t N 
N Proteſtant Religion and Intereſt, and our Juſt Li-. 
5 berties; and alſo when we behold a Royal Prin- 0 "I | 
95 ceſs of N ales, and her Virtues and e 
which. are too conſpicuous to be concealed from 
= General Obſervation; a Princeſs that hath ſig- - 
_— nalized her :Zeal for the Proteſtant Religion, and 
1 the Intereſt of Chriſt; a Princeſs that is the Mo- + : 
ther of a Royal Of-ſpring.: What great and choice 
Bleſſings do we at preſent enjoy! and what a joy - 
8 comfortable Proſpect of oy Bleſſings is gi⸗- 
1 ven to theſe Nations! How well is the Throne 
1 Eſtabliſned! And how are the Hopes of a Pre- : 
TY tender, and of all our high, proud, and — 4 : 
E Enemies confounded ! For all theſe Bleſſings 
are Debtors to the Lord our God, whole, } by 
2 is excellent, and whoſe Glory i is above che S 
" Eart _ . 
And as we Chtiſtians- are. Debtors to God for 
i 5 Temporal Favours and Bleſſings; ſo we have m 
= ny Spiritual Mercies ſuperadded to theſe Tem 
| | ral Benefits, and the choiceſt Mercies ſhould/have 
our higheſt Praiſes ; as we are Debtors to God, as 
well as other Men for our Being, Preſervation, 
and all the Riches of his Temporal Goodneſs, 
RR ſo we areeſpecially Debtors to God above all other 5 5 
N Men. We have Love of another nature, and Be- . 
1 nefits of another kind; we have choicer Mercies, 1 
wee {ignal Expreſſions and Manifeſtations of tie 
„ ; * of God to us. Wh the Height and. l 
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-- and Depth, and Breadth of the Love of God in 
+ ſending his Son Chriſt into the World to be our 
Sap ioor and Redeemer, and to reconcile us to 
. © himſelf by his Death! O wonderful, that the 
Mord ſhould be made Fleſh, Joh. 1. 14. That he 
ho was in the Form of God, and thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, ſhould take upon 
him the form of a Servant, and become obc<di- 
ent to death, that we might not die and periſh 
= for ever, Phil. 2. 6, 7, 8. God manifeſted the 
; higheſt Love, when he might have ſhewed the 
if 
And as we are Debtors to God for our Re- 
demption, ſo for the unſpeakable Bleſſing of Vo- 
cation; Oh the wonderſul Grace of God, that 
he ſhould count us worthy of his Calling, and 
ſeeking after! That he ſhould call us fo as to 15 
draw us to his Son Chriſt! That he ſhould cal!“ 1 
fo as to give us a Light, a Life, and a Liberty 
above the reſt of the Worldle 
And as we are Debtors to God for our Effe- 
ual Calling, ſo for our Juſtification : Oh what 
a rich Mercy is this, that God: ſhould not only 
Call us, but juſtifie us from all our Sins freely, and 
fully for Chriſt's ſake'; and pronounce and accept 
us as righteous in his ſight, upbn the account of 
| bis Sons Righteouſneſs and Satisfaction; tho' we 
that are Believing Chriſtians have no Ground of 
Confidence in our ſelves; tho we are poor and 5 
empty in our ſelves, yet we may glory in Chriſt Wa. 
eius; Glory in the greatneſs of our Surety ; of 
our High Prieſt, of the Sacrifice that hath been 
offered for us; may glory in the Greatneſs of 
_» FF»... Chriſt's Sufferings the Lowneſs of his Abaſement ; 
„may glory in the Victory of Chriſt, in his full F 
' + <-Dilcharge and Performance of all that his Father  _ -. 
= * Tequired of him; and that he covenanted to un» 
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©, dertake and. undergo. for'Sinners ! We that bene 


our ien dreaded God as an Enemy and . | 


| tertibleJudge, may. now call him Father; -we that 
before could not open pur Mouths, lift up our. 
Heads, or ſhew our Faces, may now draw — 


and have Boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt, ber | 


cauſe God is at peace with us, and ręcgneiled tous. 
And we are not only Debtors to God for our - 
Juſtification, b ut alſo for our SanRificatiqn ; there 


3s a great Obligation upon us for our Corpoml + * 
Making, but our Obligation to God is greateſt 
for our Spiritual Making, or for making us Saints; * 


for who can do theſe great things but God? Wh 


can regenerate, ſanctifie, or give new natures, but _ 
God alone? We were by Nature very bad, it is 

he that hath made us good; we were in gur na- 
tural State proud, it is he that hath made us hams _ 


ble: We were by Nature Earthly, it 4s he that 
made us Heavenly: We were in our Natural 


State Carnal, it is he that hath made us Spiritual: 
ſe are { 


ouls in any meaſure his own Blefled 


more worth than the whole World. 


And as we owe gur Effectual e into 2 
State. of Grace, ſour abiding and continuance in 


tit, unto, the Lord our God. As he calls us out of 
Sin unto Holineſs; ſo he keeps us from Sin in 


Holineſs. As he is a Preſerver of our eee 
Eſtates, as I have ſhew d, ſo he is a Preſerver of 
our Spiritual Eſtates. As he viſits our Spuls by 


| Se Grace; and gives us what we had not, 

o he viſits us by his preſerving and perſevering 
Grace; and ſo continues what he hath given. Que © 
8 iritual Treaſure is in hazard, and would decay, 
if the Love, Care, and all- ſuffcient Power of duft 
Cale a DN. 815 0 in the Prefer "Rp e 
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We are in à World full of Snares, and dangerous 
ss and theſe are aſſiſted, and ad- 
” yantag d by our own remaining Corruptions ; * 

and we have to do with a buſie Devil, who 


"  watcheth all Advantages ; a reſtleſs Enemy, that 
© defires;to.tols and vex us; we meet with Satans 
daily Aſſaults, and therefore we cannot ſtand of 

-- our ſelyes; we are, as the Apoſtle ſays, Kept by 

*, the Power of God, 1 Per. 1. 5. fue, kept as 

with a Garriſon, or as ina Garriſon d City, he 


preſerves us by fortifying us, and putting in freſh 


. applies of his Spirit, ſo that neither Sin, nor 
Devil nor World, ean divide and ſeparate us 
from our God; Oh how great and many are our 

A Obligarions and Ingagements to our God!. - 


We are Debtors to God for our Redemption, 
Reconciliation to him, and for our Pardon, for 
our Spiritual Life, Liberty and Perſeverance ; we 
are Captives redeem d and releas d, we are Ene- 
mies reconcil d, e are Traytors pardon d, Bank- 
rupts ſęt up, loſt Sheep recover d, renew d and 
carefully preſgy d ; By the Grace: of God we are 


o what we are, 1 Corin. 15.10. And finally, we-are 
- Debtors to the Lord our God for giving, us ever- 


laſting Conſolation, and good Hope thro Grace of 
that 1 in Heayen, which is incorrupti- 
ble, undefil'd, and that fadeth not away, reſervd 


WW. there for all his Saints and People, where we ſhall 
de employ d in the higheſt Acts of Worſhip and 
_ - Adoration, even Love, Praiſe, Admication of free 


Grace, and Halleluja s for ever.. 
Thus in the firſt Place I have ſhew d, that great 


end many are the Bleſſings and Benefits that we 
Fare received from our God. 


II. I ſhall give a few Reaſons with: we | ſhould ſe⸗ 
rioully enquire,” what wg ought to render to God 
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© © » -Reuſon 1. Becauſe we are undeſerving Creatures; 
unworthy of the Benefits which we have receiv'd dei 
.** * God hath beſtow'd Benefits on us, when we have * 
| done much to quench his Love, alienate his 
Heart, and have ſhamefully abus'd his Benefits and 
Favours; our Ways have been Ways of Provo-- 
cation, and God's Ways have been Ways of rich 
Mercy and wonderful Salvation; we read in 
Rom. 5. 8. that when we were yet Sinners, Chriſt die 
for us, ſo while we were yet Sinners God gives | 
reat Bleſſings, Benefits and Salvation from great 1 5 

Pois ; we cannot but be ſenſible of the Vanity of *' lc}. 
our Minds, the Careleſneſs of our Spirits, the Sin- 
fulneſs of our Hearts, the Irregularity of our Afs * f 
fections, the Folly of our Lips, and the Errors ß 
our Ways, the Weakneſs and Imperfection of all 

our Services, and therefore we muſt conclude that 

we have nothing to commend us to God, and 

that we deſerve no Bleſſing from him, God is good 


to the evil aud unthankful, Luk. 6. 35. O how doth ' ff 
God ſtoop and condeſcend to us in every Mercy Þ[_ 
that he beſtows on us; his Bowels earn when his 
Anger might burn, he loads us with his Benefits y 
when he,might load us with Puniſhments ; he ar- 
_ rays himſelf with Love and Grace, when he might 
cloath himſelf with the Garments of Vengeance. 
It is of the Lord's Mercies, and not of our Merits, 
that we are not conſumed, Lamen. 3. 22. All tge 
' + Bleffings and Benefits that we ever received, low (, 
from the Spring of undeſerved Grace and Mercy. 
What an humble Confeſſion did Facob' make of his 
"A own Unworthineſs, I am not, faith he, worthy of tbe 
1 leaſt of thy Mercies, Gen. 32. 10. In the foregoing | 
Chapter from the 38 to the 41 Verſe, Jacob pleads ' 1, i 
mis Merits towards Laban, but now having to do 


5 with the great God, he ſets a very low Eſteem of - + 
3 + himſelf, as not-deſerving the leaſt of God's Mer- 
8 i 97 "GO AE Mt a . | | | | . 
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only the works o 


e eee ebe 3 * 


2 A ; if we conſider our Sinfulneſs and Unwor- 


thineſs, there is great Reaſon why we ſhould ſeri- 
{ gully enquire, Jher we gh t render to Gul for af 


bis Benefits towards us ? 


2 Reaſon 2. Becauſe God requires and expetts P 


I requires a grateful Return,'Pſal. 50. 14, 
15. He indents, conditions and covenants with his 
People for this Rent, I will deliver and thou ſhalt 
. And he expects that we ſhould return 
ſomething for all his Benefits which we have re- 


: 5 . - ceived from him, he looks for ſome Requital to 


be made to him, for ſome Anſwer to be; given to 


all his Mercies, elſe why did our Lord ask in 


Luke 17. 17, 18. Where are the Nine, there were Ten 


. and only One, viz, a Samaritan returned to 


give Glory to God. As the Husbandman that ſows 
his Land with good Seed, looks for a Crop and 


à⁊ a plentiful Harveſt, ſo God having ſowed us plen- 
- tifully, with the Seed of Mercy, expects a Harveſt 
of Love, Praiſe and Obedience. 


Reaſon 3. Becauſe God is much ee at as 


Ingratitude of good Men; God finds fault with 
Heathens for Ingratitade, Rom. 1. 21. who had 

Creation and Providence; and if 
he was angry with Heathens, much more will he 
be angry with Chriſtians for their Unthankfulneſs. 


What a ſad Charge is there againſt Hezckiah, in 


2 Chron. 41. 25. God forms a Proceſs, enters an 


Action of Ingratitude againſt him, for he had 
.” received a great Benefit from God, even the Re- 
ſtoring of his Health, and the Continuance of his 
Life; when he had received a Sentence of Death; 
and did feel the violence of that Diſeaſe that id 
x + threaten ſpeedily, and certainly to cut off his Life, 
adnd diſpatch him out of the World, and ſuch was 
his ſenſe of Danger, and feeling of Death approach- 
EN | ig. hat he 5a 2 Miracle to perſwade wn "" 
wn, | That” 
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1 them to puniſn them, if it doth not melt cbm 5 

g. into Thankfulneſs and PraiſmGſ. 5 
II can ſhew: what we muſt ren 
David was filled with ſerious Deſires to -ktvows 

3 and i his Duty in Return for all God's Benefits 

Wl ' towards him; har, faith he, ſhall I render uno 
EE, &/* Lord 2 and let this good 3 Anſwers: 10 

1 1 
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8 that Death ſhould raiſe it's Siege, and that the _ 
maining Spark of Life ſhould be victorious Over 


5 - ** . ., thoſe Foods of his Diſtemper, that were 1 


. immediately to quench it; and God cauſed the 


this Benefir Which he had received frem God, 
— 38. 17. and to promiſe that he would praiſe . 
8 od all his days, v. 20. yet the ſenſe of God's. 
Fe. Goodneſs and his Obligations ſeemed to wear 
off; his Receipts were great, but his Returns 
were ſmall; our Returns ſhould bear ſome pro- 

ortion to Our Receipts; but the beſt Chriſtians 

U ſhort. Hezekiah rendred not unte the Lord 


EE: ring to the Benefit received; and Ged did 


ſo reſent his Ingratitude, and was ſo affected witn 
it, that Wrath is faid to be on him, and on the 
People for it; his Life was not only a Mercy tg 
himſelf, but à Bleſſing to the People; but there 
being not a grateful ſenſe of his Recovery from #4 


and them. Ie is a very great Evil, and provoking; 
when Chriſtians render net to God the Glory of 
his Mercies. God's Mercies ſhould” blow up a 


Fire of Love in his People-; and if they deo not; 


be fare they will kindle a Fire of Wrath in God. 
IE Man's Kindneſs to an Enemy doth heap Coals _ 
of Fire on his Head to conſume him, if it melt 
him not, Nom. 12. 20. much more will God's 


= ' Goodneſsto his People heap Coals of Wrath on 


3 


. Sun to go back, and added fifteen Years to his 
25S Life. Hezekiab ſeemed to have a great ſenſe of * 
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Eh we cannot deny the Equity of his Claim, we can 
not except againſt that which he requires, for 
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© this great and i important Queſtion, Which we fd 
in this Pſalm, be mine. 


1. We muſt render to God our Love for "At 
bu: Benefits When David was communing with 
his Heart about the Return which he ſhonld make 


to his God for delivering him, upon his crying to 


him, from dangerous and deadly Calamities, 
Which were as great and grievous as Death it 
* "ſelf," as we may read in the 34 and 4th 7 of 
this Pſalm, he determines to give God his Love, 


3 *Perf. 1. I love the Lord, becauſe he heard my Voice and. 
» Ys my Supplication ; as if he had ſaid, His Mercy to 


me hath drawn out my Love to him; the beſt 
Affections of my Soul ſhall now be conſecrated 
to thee, O my God, Mom have I in Heaven but 


thee, O Lord ? That which our God prizeth the 
Moſt from us, that which, he earneſtly. defireth 
Above all other things, is, that we ſhould render 


to him our Love. When Moſes. had rehearſed the 


great and gracious Works of God for the Peo- 


ple of Iſrael, his delivering them out of Egypt, 
his drying up the Red- Sea or them, and drown- 


ing the Egyptian; his leading and feeding them 


in the Wilderneſs, and that by a daily Miracle ; 3 
from theſe Premiſes he draws this Concluſion, 
that God expected Returns, and grateful Ac- 
| knowledgments from them, Deut. 10. 12. When 


God ſpeaks to Perſons in a Language of Love, he 


looks fbr an Eccho ot Love. What doth the Lord 


require but to love him? How reaſonable is his 


Demand, could he ask leſs than this? Certainly 


this is his right and due, and we ſhould be un- 
1 to deny this Rent to God; we ſhould great- 


9855 wrong him and be injurious to our own Souls, 
in ins this Demand; tis but our "Mo 7 
'C . that 
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chat God requires; ; he that hath done great things | 
for us, might have asked greater things than our 
Love; but-he only asks this, and ſutely this is 
not an hatd Requeſt ; was there ever any Debt ſo, 
eaſily paid as this? 

2. We muſt render Praiſe to God, 7 pa, offet 
10 thee, faith David, the Sacrifice of T] hank giving, 
Leer. 17. Holy David asks in my Text, IAhat halt 
1 ge unto the Lord ? and in this verſe 17 155 
pores A an Anſwer to the Wen 3, will as the : 


2 


48 Sides 2 in tie ry 5 he News . 1 


what the Sacrifices are which he doth mo olt prize, 


Viz. the, 'Sacrifices of Thankfulgeſs. and. Praiſe, 1 


proportionable to his great, gloriqus, and num 
berleſs Favours; that Sacrifice Which pleaſed 
God more than the Sacrifices under tlie Law, 


muſt needs be well- eaſing unto him; : "therefore. _ 
We Would 0 to 380 1 W & e | 
; ing, 
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Ji ing, tho this is but a poor Return for all Gods 
rich and choice Benefits, yet it is ſuch as God will 
accept, if it come from {incere and upright Hearts. 
3. We muſt render our ſelves to God by way 
ok Gratitude, When this good Man David was 
'* debating the Caſe with himſelf, bat he ſhould 
bender to God for all his Benefits towards him ? He 
FF AHfully reſolves to yield, reſign, and give himſelf to 
SGS God, to be for ever his and at his Diſpoſe, P/al. 
116. 12, 16. Hhat ſhall I render? Lord, I render 
my ſelf to thee, my whole Self, Body, Soul and 
the purpoſe of my Heart, the deſire of my Soul, iu 
FF the deſign of my Life is to pleaſe thee, to do ; . 
thy Will; though I do not ſerve the&ſo perfectly k 
| as I ought, yet truly I am one of thy Servants: 
7 He appeals to God for his Sincerity in this, he 
maintains and aſſerts it in the Lord's Preſence; 
that he was a Servant of his: The Apoſtle 
ſays, 2 Corin. 12. 14. 1 ſeek not yours, but you ; he 
ſought not the Eſtates of the Corinthians, but the ; 
| | + Good and Salvation of their precious Souls: So 5 
„ the like may be ſaid of God, he doth not ſeek 
daurs, bur us, therefore we muſt dedicate and de- 
vote our ſelves to his Praiſe, render our whole 
Selves, our Bodies and our Souls, in Truth and 05 
Sincerity; we muſt not think of giving leſs than 85 
our Selves. What is it to give Words? If we 
give not our Selves, nothing leſs will be accepta- 
ble, and he is better pleaſed when we give him 
Hur Selves, than with any other Gift that we 
_ > have.to give him. As the Saints of God do 


a” 


"prize none of his Gifts ſo much as the Gift of 
Hh himſelf; others are common Gifts, but this Gift 
| is of, the greateſt Worth and moſt ineſtimable 
Value; other Mercies are ordinary Mercies, but ae 
this is THE Mercy, 1 the Saints look upon my 
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* 20 A Inanxcivinc-Sermon, =» 
it as the greateſt Bleſſing and Fayour ; ſo when 
we yield and render our ſelves to God, he eſteem- 
eth this Gift above all the Gifts we can give 
him: If Philemon, as we read Phil. v. 19. did 
oe himſelf to Paul the Miniſter of Grace, then ve 
do much more owe our ſelves to the God of al! 
Grace; ſo that when we give our ſelves, we give 


felyes, is rather a paying of God, than a giving 


o 


4. We muſt render and offer up to God the Sa- 
crifice of a more exact holy Lite. When David 
had received from God a wonderful Deliverance 
from the Snares of Death, he determihes to ren- 
der to God. this Sacrifice, viz. to walk with more 
Exactneſs before God for the time to come, Pſal. 
116. 6,7, 8. I was, ſays he; brought low and he helped 
ne, thou haſt delivered my Soul from Death, mine Eyes 
from Tears, and my Feet from falling; then ſee what 
he renders to God for this Deliverance, v. 9. 1 
will, fays he, walk before the Lord in the Land of the 
2 Living. Though a Godly Life cannot profit Gd 
Lon yet it glorifies him, and therefore tis a neceſſary» 
an for the Benefits and Favours which we have 
received from God ; though we cannot return him 
any Equivalent for his Benefits, yet by a more 
cloſe and holy walking with himſelf, and by e FI" 
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Lives, and thus conſulting the Honour of our 

- .- God, we ſhew that we bear grateful Minds, and - 

=. * Would render again according to the Benefits 

. Which we have received :, There are ſome Perſons 

= that will magnifie the great Works of Mercy -: 

which God hath done, by keeping a Day k 
© - Thankſgiving enjoyn'd by Publick Authority, be- 

wy _ cauſe they are better'd in their outward Ehjoy- _ 

I”: ments,, who yet are not a whit more pious or 
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A Tranus6IviNG-SERMON. 21 + ON 
-* ſpiritual by his Works of Mercy; ſuch as theſe do 
. pot indeed magnifie the Mercies of God, nor the 
* God of their Mercies ; it were better not to re- 
cee Benefits and Mercies, than not to be bet- 


. terd by them, It ig not our diſcourſing much of 


- God's Benefits, or our crying up his Mercies in 
dur Words, which is the magnifying of them, 
but then are they magnify'd indeed, when they 
are magnifyd in our Works, when we labour af: 
ter greater Degrees of Holineſs than we had be- 
fore, and do lay out our ſelves with greater Zea! 
in God's Service, and do live more to him who 
; hath loved us, and done ſo much for us. 12 
: I. For Reprehenfien : Is it ſo that it is the 
Duty of Chriſtians ſeriouſly to enquire, what they 
ought to render to God for all his Benefits to- 
Wards them? Then this Point ſeverely reprehends 
and juſtly rebukes the Ingratitude of many Chri- 
ſtians. Doth not even Nature teach them to be 
grateful to their Friends and Benefactors? How 
blameable then are many Chriſtians, that prove 
ungrateful to God, the beſt of Friends and kind- 
eſt of Benefactors? How few have a lively Feeling 
of God's Mercies, and the right Taſte of his 
_ Goodneſs, and any deep Apprehenſions of his 
Love, in beſtowing great Benefits upon them, and 
„ in giving them great Hopes of glorious Enjoy- 
ments? How few. have ar Sa of God's Fa- 
- yours which he expects? How few that are ca- 
ring and making enquiry, what they ſhall render 
to God that hath thus loved them, that are filld 
Wich any ſerious Deſires to know and do their 
. Duty, in return for all God's Benefits towards 
#8 them? How. little ſolicitous are many Chriſtians 
- to expreſs their Thankfulneſs and Love to their 
God, to do 


N 80 ervice for him, | and br ing forth 
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e 3 unto him? O how very cold are hy. 


o their Love to God; a and how very dull are they _ 
ak 

them to be Debtors to God; but truly then. cti⸗ 
ons do {ſpeak no ſueh IngagWent to him, or Ob 
ligation 8 5 him, hence thefe frequent Wiſhes 
in Hſal. 105. 8, 15, 21, 31. O that Men would praiſe. 
the Lord for his Goodneſs, and for his wonderful Works - 
to che Children of Men! | 
2. Uſe for Exhortation - 
hort and perſwade all Chriſtians, for whom God 
hath done 
What they ſhall render unto him for all his Be- 
nefits towards them, and particularly for thoſe 
| Mercies of God which are freſh and new before 
their Eyes, and our good King hath call'd as to 
celebrate this Day 

Some Perſons, to whom God bath been 1 
and bountiful,” ask, Mat they ſhall render, only in 
jeſt; only in a ſhew, they only mock God When 
they ask this Queſtion ; they ask, hat they ſhall... 
render ? when at the ſame time they are une ing 
to make any real Return. 

Be exhorted therefore, O Chriſtians, to Py 

re heartily, as thoſe that are willing to know 
qo Duty, and to practiſe it, and make Re 


to God. If Chriſtians muſt, as you read Rom 13. 


7 "Render to all their dues, O' then will you not 
render to God his due? Jou owe your ſelves, 
your Love and your Services to him; you are 
bound in Conſcience, bound in Hong dur, 5 
in Gratitude to Love your God with an intire 


and endeared Love for the Benefits you have res 


ceived from him, and to bleſs his Name as . 3 


as you live, and to give your ſelves to him an 

his Service: O then be much in admiration of 

er Beat and many” TRE An be Maily enqui- 
„ ring 


at things, ſeriouſiy to A... 
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© A THANKSGIVING-SERMON. 23 
ring, what Love: is render d to God, What Praiſe 
Fruit is brought forth to him? As when Morde. 
dlecai had done great Service, diſcover d and re- 
veal'd the barbarous Plot and Deſign againſt the 
King, Ahaſuerus ask d, What had been done for him ? 


Eſth. 6, 3. So, Chriſtians, ſince God hath done 


great things for you, his eminent Favours which 
you have received from him ſhould put you upon 


5 asking, What you have done for God? 


to God's Deſign, and anſwer his End in all his 


Works © 


. This Concern ſhould much affect you, and lie 
yery near your Hearts, how you may correſpond 


„ 
7 


df Mercy : O be affected with a jealous 
Fear, leſt you prove unthankful, - and croſs and 


defeat his End in beſtowing ſignal Mercies upon 
bie and in giving you ſeaſonable and remarka- 


e Deliverances ; leſt, like Hezekiah, you render 


not again according tor the Benefits done unto 
you. R 


And ſince Praiſe and Prayer are good in Com- 


. pany, I ſhall now conclude, praying, That God 
h 


who hath beſtowed ſignal Bleſſings and Benefits 


upon you, and who hath Multitudes of Mercies, | 
Who can ſend down- ſtill plentiful Showets of 
Bleſlings, and is never weary: of Acts of Kind- 
neſs, would follow you with the Bleſſings of his 
Ooodneſs all the Days of your Lives; and that 
as he hath:done great things for you: ſo he would 
work thgſe great things in you which are requi- 
red of you; that as he hath granted you many 
_ Favours, ſo he · would give you ſtrength to make 
fuitable and anſwerable Returns for them. 
And I would not only concluded thus praying 
for you, but praying particularly for our Re- 
| _  nowned King, whom God hath ſet over us; who 
" [| + Highly deſerves the Prayers of all good Proteſtants, 
= LE e That 
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